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Taking Hold of Everything God Has for You!

Finishing the Game

    Joshua 11:16-18, 21-23
[image: image2.jpg]



1. Keep focusing on the story of Joshua as an analogy to the Christian life. If you focus on the brutality of the passage you’ll miss the point. Not that we should overlook the issues of war and violence and genocide, but it’s not our focus right now. For this study the focus is on the land as a representation of God’s dealing in our lives. What are the “Canaanites” in your life - the strongholds and areas in your life currently not under God’s control, that if allowed to persist, will jump up and bite you?
What did Joshua and Israel do that enabled them to cleanse the land and finally live at peace with God and their neighbors? Have you finished the job in your own life? What have you “waved the white flag at” and allowed to persist in your life that is not honoring to God? Why have you refused to deal with this area or these areas? What have you tried? Why has it failed? Don’t give up, seek counsel and find new avenues of help! 
2. Is your faith stalled? Why do you think it is and what can you do to jump start it? 

3. Joshua could have allowed his failures to weigh him down in guilt and destroy his confidence but he didn’t? How did he 
deal with failure and how do you? When do you fail? What are the circumstances surrounding them? Analyze the sins you’ve been unable to conquer and note when and how you fail. 
Usually there is a pattern and you can avoid failure by protecting yourself the similar situation emerges. For example, if you only peek at porn when everyone is in bed, don’t log onto the computer when you are alone at night. You could also ask your spouse to hold you accountable in this area. There’s no shame in this struggle. Every man fights this battle! The only shame is never doing anything about it and living in the guilt and shame of it. 
4. What else did Joshua do that kept him and Israel on track? What was their goal? Could they have been distracted? What spiritual goals do you have and what distracts you from them? How can you keep short-term goals from keeping you from reaching your long-term goals?
5. What’s the difference between believing in God and believing God? Read James 2:19-20. Does the passage shock you at all? If we truly love God what will we do? What does God want more than anything from us (Hint: The answer is also the same answer to this question – “What is the key to success in life?”) Read John 14:15. Do you believe God or believe in God? Which one does God want?
7. Israel, or at least portions of Israel, never did conquer the entire land. Why was that? What were the consequences? What’s the warning to us? What will happen if we fail to conquer the “inner demons” in our lives? What are you doing to keep from facing them? Ultimately we all have to face our weaknesses and sins. If we don’t they will rise up and take a bite out of our lives. How has that happened to you or someone you know? What can you do to avoid the same fate?
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