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Walking Out of Egypt

Exodus 14:10-14, 21-22

Good Morning! This is the third time in a row. Are you sick of me yet? I don’t know if I can get used to this. They are making me work harder around here now. It is good to see you. We’ve started a journey, a series on walking with God. What would be the best place in Scripture to study and learn about walking with God? What could be better than using the original journey, where God called a people to go for a walk, and the lessons they learned about walking with God? It just seemed to be the right thing to do, and the right story for the fall leading up to Christmas. It is interesting, even in the Christmas story, all the characters in the nativity are on a journey; they are all in movement. The only people who miss out on Christ’s coming are those who stayed still. Everyone who experienced Christ, Emmanuel, was on a journey. They were moving. So that is what we are going to do. We are going be on the move! 
We learn from the Israelites how to walk with this God, and of course the story is in Exodus. The Exodus story really was an illustration, a foreshadowing, of what God was going to do in Christ. In the Exodus story God delivers his people from the bond of Egypt which was a type or a shadow of what God was going to do for the world. He was coming to deliver all of us out of the bondage to sin. The means of the deliverance in Exodus story was the sacrifice of a lamb that was unblemished. The means of deliverance in the New Testament is Christ; the sacrifice of the sinless one, Jesus Christ, for us. It was because of that sacrifice that we can walk out of our bondage into a new life under God’s leadership. 
You can see the same thing happening in the Old Testament. God delivers his people by the means of a sacrifice. They leave bondage and they walk into a new life under God’s direction. This is God’s calling for us as well. When we receive Christ into our life we are called to move out of our old way of life and old ways of thinking into a new life under God’s direction. Have you done that? Have you heard God’s call in your life? Have you heeded that call? Have you begun to make that journey? Have you begun to walk out of your old life and into the new life that he offers? If you haven’t yet, you may be sitting there saying, “I am thinking about it, but I am not quite sure what it all entails.” Well today we are going to talk about what it entails. If you have made that response to God, and wonder what God has for you now, we are going to learn a lot about that. 
Last week we talked about three things if we are going to walk with this God. We need to listen to his Word. His Word has to be the foundation for our lives. All of us are faced with the foundational question: are we going to listen to God or are we going to listen to the human word or popular personal opinions? That is a question we all have to face. If we are going to walk with this God, we have to listen to him. That doesn’t mean we should turn our minds off. In fact what I find is, as people receive Christ into their life and come under his guidance, God sets their mind right and they begin to think much more clearly. The issue is: What is our source of truth for faith and life? If we are going to walk with this God, it has to be his Word. This is the basis of truth for faith and life. 
We also learned last week about the importance of giving up control of our lives to God, who enjoys setting people free, a wonderful thing  about the God that we have. Also we learned that if we are going to walk with God, he gives us times of refreshment. Usually not when we want them, but when we need them most; when we are at our end then God brings refreshment to us. 
Today we’re going to look at Exodus 14 and go back to the beginning of the journey when God first calls them out of bondage. What are some of the first things they experience? I think it applies a lot to believers. What are the first things you will experience once you put your faith in Christ? It also, I think, applies to mature believers as well, as God takes you to a new level of growth. I think it applies to churches too that are beginning a new journey.  I think we are kind of on a new journey as a church. What can we expect to happen in the near future? 
Here is what it says. If you want to you can follow along in the passage which is printed in your bulletin. (If you try to follow the outline I will let you know now, point number 2 has been totally rearranged. So if you follow the outline you will be totally lost. But that is okay. If you want to take notes it is wonderful). 
Here is what it says, 
“As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the dessert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert.” Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you: you need only to be still.” Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.”    
 Let’s pray.

 Heavenly Father, help us now just to listen here from your Word. What are you trying to say to us? What are you doing? What is this? Lord, may we seek you and may we find you. Encourage us today through your Word and Spirit. Lord, I know this message is totally dependent upon you. I know unless your Holy Spirit speaks, it just falls flat so I pray that you will take the words that I speak, if they are your words,  and bring it into our hearts and mind to transform us that it will do its work that it was intended to do. We pray this in Christ name. Amen. 
What can you expect once you put your faith in Christ, when you become a new believer; if, as a church, you are starting a new venture, or God stirs something in you and you have launched into what you clearly see as a new opportunity for growth or a new level of growth in your life? Well, what did Israel experience? Israel experienced, not too long after their deliverance, and it was a powerful deliverance, it was an amazing thing that God did in their life. Their experiences with him were intense, exciting, new, and unbelievable. What did they experience not too far after walking out of Egypt? Well, they experienced testing. We will experience testing as well. You will be tested. 
If you have ever been on a retreat or ever been at a seminar and God just moved in a fresh way you know this to be true. Some of you ladies just got back from the Women of Faith weekend, “Contagious Joy,” and I am sure some of you have already been challenged with keeping your joy. Maybe you’ve already had an argument with your husband. That is something that is to be expected. As soon as God begins to work in your life you will experience a time of testing. 
Why does God do that? Is God simply trying to discourage us? Is he simply trying to weed out the weakest among us, survival of the fittest? I thought God loved people. I thought God was trying to save everyone. Why doesn’t God make it easier on us? My response is- and this is something I discovered about God - he is not a very good salesman. God is not a great salesman. He doesn’t make it easy on us, and the reason why he doesn’t make it easy on us (and I have said that three times already) is because he loves us too much. 
This was just recently illustrated to me in a powerful way. I was talking with a gentleman and he was sharing the hardships of his life. As he was telling me his story and how those hardships actually strengthened him, I was just awed by the ability of God to take wounds in people lives and bring strength out of them. That is actually what happened in his life. He was dating someone, though, who had gone through the same exact experiences, but who remained incredibly wounded. It was so frustrating. He was interested in marriage but discovered he just couldn’t get past this issue in her life. And she was just incredibly dependent; she couldn’t even get a job. She stayed at home, watched TV all the time, and had no motivation in her life. 

As he was talking to her about this, he discovered, maybe, the root of it. What he discovered was that through her entire life, as she experienced hardship, there was always someone in her life who tried to save her from those things - always. Everyone tried to make it easier on her. 

What was the result? The result was someone who just never grew up, never matured, because that is what hardships do. Adversity causes you to grow up. It causes you to mature, and that is what God wants us to do. That is why God isn’t easy on us. He wants us to grow; he wants us to mature; he wants us to stand on our own; he wants us to be free and experience what freedom is like; and he want us also to replicate- pass the faith on to others so they too can experience real freedom found in knowing Christ. 
Look around at all of life. Everything that is alive and growing grows through adversity. You know the story of the caterpillar. I don’t have to rehash that one, or the baby chick. Have you ever seen a chick birth? If you, in your great compassion, because you want to just set the bird free, crack the egg open, you have just kept it from ever growing and maturing and it will be crippled for life. Think of plants. Plants have to push through the adversity of the soil (and we know our plants in Delaware are healthy because of the soil they have to push through. It is awful soil so our plants are healthy). Building muscles are the same way. You only build muscles by experiencing resistance, isn’t that right? It is the only way you build muscles. 
That is how actually James tells us that we build character. James 1:2 says this, “Consider it pure joy my brothers and sisters when you face trials of many kinds because you know the testing of your faith develops perseverance, and perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature, complete, not lacking anything.” 
So often, a lot of us, when we experience trial and hardships in our life, get all kinds of weird thoughts in our mind. We think things like God must hate me or God must be aloof or he doesn’t care or he is cruel. Sometimes we get this feeling that God doesn’t exist. Sometimes (and you hear this preached as well), people think, “Well it has to be because of sin in my life.” So we go on this inward journey and sometimes it is sin, there is no doubt about it. But it isn’t always true. Sometimes hardship comes into your life for no good reason at all. The only use that God has for it is to help you grow. A lot of times when we experience adversity it is simply because God wants us to grow; he wants us to become strong; he wants us to become healthier. It is not because he doesn’t like us or there is something wrong in our lives. 
What he is doing really is treating us as sons and as daughters. Isn’t that how you raise children? Isn’t that how you help children to grow up, become healthy, and get out on their own and independent? It isn’t by doing everything for them.  I know some mothers do their kids’ work for them. When you do that you are setting them up for defeat. The only way kid’s learn is by letting them struggle. If you try to save them out of compassion, they will ultimately fail. They will never grow up. They will never know the subject matter. Am I right? You have to let them struggle.  When we struggle that is how we grow. When we grow we become independent, become free. Hebrews tells us that is what God is trying to do for us. He is treating us like a Father would his children. He says in Hebrews 12, “endure hardships.” 

Now it doesn’t say love hardships. I don’t love hardships. It doesn’t say praise God for hardships. It doesn’t say take your hardship with a smile. So often as Christians we feel that if we have hardships we have to go through them with a smile. So we put this fake Christian look on our face, telling everyone it is fine when it is not true at all. It doesn’t say put on a happy face when you are going through trials. He says just endure them. Just get through. I don’t care if it’s ugly and how you get through it, but you’ve got to get through them.
“Endure hardships as discipline…”  Now when you think of the word discipline, you think of spanking. You think of punishment. But that is not really the full definition of discipline. Discipline is more like the discipline of training, or discipline of teaching. It is like the military term- hut, two, three, four. When you experience and endure hardships as discipline, God is treating you as sons and as daughters. So the next time you are going through a difficult time, rather than thinking, “God hates me; there’s sin in my life. What is going on?” Imagine God is your loving Father who is simply treating you like a son and daughter. Put that image in your mind and ask the question, “God, what are you doing? What are you doing in my life? Then tell God, “Thanks Dad, for trusting me. Thanks Dad for trusting me in my life and allowing me to grow up and mature and go to a new level that I have never gone before, but that I needed in my life.” 
Now again, if you are a new believer, what will you experience? Soon after your salvation you will experience a testing. Things will go south in your life and you will  begin to question yourself thinking that it isn’t real or isn’t really worth it. You may think it is too hard and wonder if  God really is real; maybe the experience was just an emotion and it is not really real. All of these are not true. I encourage you to just walk right through them and hold on to your faith. You will get through them. God knows best. He knows exactly what he is doing.

 It is interesting in the story, if you read the first 9 verses before this passage you discover that God did it to them. God arranged this whole thing. He did it for two purposes. He did it because he wanted to save the Egyptians; God wanted to reveal who he was to the Egyptians. He also wanted to show Israel who their God was, what kind of God they had, what kind of God they were walking with. This God was willing to part waters for the sake of his people. God will part the waters in your life as well. That is how much he loves us. Churches who go on new ventures- what can you expect? We can expect hardship; we can expect times of testing. It is important for us to not look back but to push forward. We will make it through; and we will come to a new level, a new place, a new discovery of God that we never had before. 

The second thing we learned from the passage is that not only will you be tested, but you will also be tempted in your life. Again, this is what Israel experienced. They are just a couple of days out. They just walked out of bondage, and two or three days later what happens? They hear the rumble of Pharaoh’s chariots. Bondage, slavery is calling them back. What is surprising to me in the passage, what is shocking, is that somehow in their mind the sound of Pharaoh’s chariots actually sounded good. It wasn’t so bad - I kind of liked Egypt. It is flabbergasting to me. I mean, it was only in Exodus 3 they were crying out to God about their hardships and the difficulties. God deliberated and God takes them at their word and he does it, and now they are saying it wasn’t so bad. I kind of liked it.
 It is odd and I understand it, though, because looking at the options, I guess they were kind of right in their conclusion of going back given the options they saw and the fact that this is the first test that they had ever experienced or their first temptation, as well. What did they see when they looked around at that moment? Well, in front of them they saw a raging sea. To the right and to the left, nothing but an endless desert, and behind them were Pharaohs chariots. Okay … there is death by drowning, death by burning up, or going back to Egypt. Hmmmm. Going back to Egypt doesn’t seem so bad of an option… death or Pharaoh….. I guess I’ll take Pharaoh. It is the better of the options. I understand it. 
Sometimes that is the kind of thing we face. We feel as though our old life is a better option because it just seems that life is just too hard, it is not worth it. We get the sense of being abandoned by God so we get frustrated. We begin to question and doubt ourselves. Have you ever heard the rumbling of Pharaoh’s chariots? It comes in many different forms. Sometimes after you come to faith it is voice of an old flame that is calling you back into a bad relationship. Or it is the voice of your old friends, or an old habit. If you have been an alcoholic you know the experience of what the rumbling of Pharaohs chariots are like calling you back. My encouragement to you, if you hear those chariots, don’t go back. There is nothing back there except for slavery. God has called you to freedom. The time of your slavery is over. It is important for all of us to hear that the time of your slavery is over. Don’t go back to that. 
The funny thing again in the passage is just how short term people’s memory is. I mean they forgot so soon how bad things were! I find this is a human trait. So often we wax nostalgic about the 50’s and how wonderful the 50’s were-a great time of morality, and yet we forget we forget how bad the 50’s were with racial hatred and violence and lynching; and the limitation of women just because they were women, because they were born differently. You know, I don’t think we want to go back to the 50’s. 

When I was watching films on 9/11, (I didn’t want to relive it, but you couldn’t avoid it), what shocked me was how much I forgot. How bad it really was. It seems to be a human quality. Maybe it is God’s healing of our mind, or maybe it is the fact that we just forget how bad it is. 
I find this to be a truism of people. We forget. If you have been a Christian for a while, here is the common scenario that you have experienced and if you are new to the faith this is what you will experience: First, you put your faith in Christ. God then enables you to deal with various temptations in your life and you successfully stop doing some of them. Then one day, whatever that temptation is, and it seems that each of us has a different temptation, but it is one that really keeps nagging us, keeps reoccurring. One day you hear the rumbling of Pharaohs chariots and they are calling for you. You begin to look back and forget how awful you felt, how much guilt there was, and the discipline God brought in your life. You forget all about it. You forget about the misery; you forget about the consequences of your behavior. Pharaoh’s chariots start looking so very good and it is so easy to fall into that temptation and go back. Don’t, don’t go back. The time of your slavery is over. 
Well, how, how do I keep from falling into the same old temptations? Well, you can’t stop Pharaoh’s chariots from coming; you can’t. But you can stop looking at them and you can stop listening to them. If you look in the passage- how many times do the Israelites mention Egypt or the Egyptian? Look how many times they mention the Lord. In the midst of their temptation, what do they do? They are focusing on Egypt and the Egyptians - 7 times it is mentioned; the Lord is mentioned only once. So if you want to overcome temptation in your life stop looking at the chariot, start looking at the Lord. Stop trying to defeat Pharaoh’s chariots because you will lose. Start focusing on the Lord and keep walking; keep your mind focused ahead. 
What is encouraging to me is the grace of God in their life. If it were me and they said, “Egypt wasn’t so bad,” I would have said, “Fine! Stay there. I don’t care.” But God will not allow us to remain in slavery. We have a God who wants to set us free, and God will not allow them to have their own way. What does he do? He gives them, not what they want, he gives them what they need; and what they need is a way out. And that is exactly what God provides for us as well. 
I Corinthians 10:13 says this, “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man, and God is faithful. He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but when you are tempted he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 
That is exactly what God does for the Israelites. Sometimes, not only will God make a way for us, he will also push us through it as well- that is what he does for the Israelites. Before they do something stupid like going back to Egypt, he parts the waters. He pushes them to it not because they had faith but because they had no faith at all. He knew they would make a bad decision in their life and he would not allow them to make that bad decision. So he parts the waters and pushes them through. 
Sometimes God does the same things for us. Look what he did in my life. There was a time when I worked three jobs, three jobs. I don’t even know why I did it. I was completely stupid. God saved me from myself by allowing me to lose my job, one of the jobs. God will do the same thing for you as well. One day you are going to wake up and you are going to lose the job that you hate but also the job that you can’t give up for one reason or another. One day you are going to wake up you are going to lose the money that never made you happy. One day some of you are going to wake up and you will lose the relationship that you knew was wrong for you. One day you are going to wake up and you are going to lose the house that was too big for you to begin with. One day you are going to wake up and you are going to lose the beauty that was never beautiful enough. And when that day occurs in your life you will feel as though your life has ended.
 The good news is that it is not over; what is over is your slavery to those things. You have just been woken up and God has set you free to walk in freedom and no longer in slavery. 
Some people call this “severe grace” where God saves us in spite of ourselves, where God takes those things in our life that we complain about, that we know are harmful to us, and are keeping us from him or from our families or whatever it is in our life that is more important. Yet, because we can’t give them up he saves us from them. That is called a severe grace. 
What else can you expect? What else can you expect from this God? He will rescue us sometimes in spite of ourselves. You will experience testing, you will experience temptation. But you will be also be treated to things that your mind can’t imagine. 
You know, I think one more reason the Israelites really thought that Egypt looked good was because they had no vision for what God was going to bring in their future. They couldn’t see it. Had they known, I believe it wouldn’t have even entered their mind to return back to the garbage of their past. They just didn’t see. They didn’t see what God was going to do for them. It’s by walking with and obeying God that they were able to experience all the things they experienced. We’ve read the story. We know the how the story ends and how they grew into a nation, prospered etc. Hindsight is clearer. They didn’t know what was to occur. We do because we can read the story and see what God had in His mind when he called them on this journey of faith. They didn’t know that, in a few minutes God was going to part the waters. 
Look at all the biblical characters. You find that though they went through hardship, they all experienced some incredible things in their life. I have seen some incredible things in my life. I have seen people who the doctors simply gave up on -saying there is no hope, get your house in order because you are going to die! What happened? They made complete recoveries. I have seen people who have died with a smile on their face in total peace. I have seen people kissed by the greatest miracle of all—who have been changed from the inside out. 
Well, how, how do you experience these incredible things that God wants to treat us to? The mystery to it all simply is to walk. All you have to do is walk, walk forward. It is not your job to part the waters. God will part the waters. All you have to do is walk. You don’t have to walk pretty; you don’t have to walk perfectly. God doesn’t require perfection; he does require perseverance. Just walk. 
And if you walk, what will happen? You will stumble; you will fall. I encourage you not to stay down, but to get up and keep walking. In the process you will see tremendous things, and in the end you will have lived an extraordinary life, and you will experience an extraordinary future. 
Let me close with this one passage, I Corinthians 2:9 says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” I am excited. What is God going to do in your life? All you have to do is keep walking forward. The choir is going to sing about what God has for us in the future- treasures in heaven. I love the song that Lydia picked out. It fits so perfectly. We can just grasp God’s vision for our lives and what he wants to do for us. It will help keep us on that journey.  
