Hope Dining Room (1983-2003)
20th Anniversary Historical Perspective

In February 1983, a planning committee was formed by four area Newark churches to establish a free lunch program.  This venture was encouraged by public agencies, Brother Andrew Jamieson of Emmanuel Dining Room and interest of twelve other Newark area churches.  The Kingswood United Methodist Church, at the corners of Marrows and Brookside Roads, decided to allow the use of their Fellowship Hall for this purpose.  The site was chosen because of the proximity of free parking at Brookside shopping center as well as being on the Newark bus route.  The planning committee name the new free lunch program "Hope Dining Room".  Matt Reyne of the First Presbyterian Church of Newark served as the initial chairman and continued to serve in that role through early 1987.
Hope Dining Room began serving a meal at noon on Mondays in May 1983.  Four churches, First Presbyterian Church of Newark, St. Andrews Episcopal Church and White Clay Creek Presbyterian Church supported the program in May and June 1983.  During the first two months in 1983, an average of 22 meals was served on Mondays.  St. Johns Holy Angels became the fifth participants in July 1983.  These same five churches are still serving on Mondays twenty years later in 2003.
Hope Dining Room began serving meals on a second day, Wednesday, in October 1983.  Serving on this second day of the week initially seems to be have been served by the original churches in combination with some new churches.  Newark Friends took the fifth Wednesday, which they still hold today.  By the end of 1983, the dining room server 1103 meals at a cost of $2.06 (more expensive than our current dining room cost).  A kitchen coordinator was hired to help the churches each serving day.
The dining room expanded to three days in March 1984 starting to serve on Fridays also.  By September 1984, fifteen area churches had joined up to make up the Hope Dining Room.  The number of days served in 1984 was 147 and the total meals served jumped up to 6046 at a cost of $1.10.  It is interesting to note that in 1984, there were already worries about funding, something we still go through periodically today.  This continued at various times in the years 1985-1997.  The dining room continued to serve three days a week during this time.
In 1997, after discussions for two years, the dining room had gotten commitments from four more area churches and began serving on Thursday.  Four serving days continues to be the level of service.  During the last few years, there have been requests by the City of Newark to extend to five days.  It is interesting to note that this had been a request since the early 1990's.  The current board like the previous boards will continue to try to maintain the four serving days and expand when there is enough interest in the local community.  
This perspective represents a beginning of a compilation of the history of the Hope Dining Room.  In the future, the perspective will be expanded to include statistics on the meals served over the twenty years as well as honor the many churches, board members and kitchen coordinators that have made it a community success.
